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Paula Hi, as part of our FETI podcasts, I am delighted to have Prisca with us today. Prisca is going to

talk a little bit about her experiences with us at SWAP and on working on her skills

development as part of the FETI Project. Hi, Prisca, thanks for joining us.

Prisca Hi, Paula. My name is Prisca Kelly. I live in Scotland but originally, I am from Zimbabwe. This is

my ninth year in Scotland. I study Access to Nursing at Langside College.

Paula How did you find out about the programme and project and what made you want to return

to education, Prisca?

Prisca When I came here, I did some charity work with the British Foundation. Then I started doing

some charity work with carers. So as I was growing up, I always wanted to be a nurse. So

when I started doing the care work, it made me want to give more, and have a profession. It

showed me a lead for my children as well. So that’s when I applied, when I was working they

told me ‘you can go to adult learning through SWAP’. That’s when I started applying.

Paula Part of the programme of SWAP involves you applying for Higher Education and I wondered

how has working with us and our guidance this year, how has that helped your application

for Higher Education?

Prisca To be honest with you, at first, I was afraid but working with SWAP, it has really built my

confidence. I think 100% more because it made life easier because knowing, you know, when

you are going to education, especially with me, you are from a foreign language and you

have a lot coming into your mind. How will people respect me? How will this go? But with

SWAP, it made life easier dealing with the other students, especially the class I am in. It is

super. We are all the same. My personal statement when we are told we are doing my

personal statement, I panicked a bit. But with the help of UCAS and our teachers, it made life

easier because most of the things I put in my personal statement were the things I

experienced and the knowledge I had so it made life much easier for me because I was

talking from experience.

Paula It’s really good that we have been able to chat this year about the skills that you have but I

wondered what skills you have learned this year. Have you learned new skills as part of the

programme and part of the project working with us?

Prisca A lot of new skills. I’ll start with IT. I had not much knowledge of IT. As you know, the

pandemic is a difficult experience so learning online, it has been not easy. At first, I did not

like it but, you know, it helped me to know a little bit more on the computer side. Eh, also

time keeping, being a mum and being at school is not easy. You want to balance the life, both

ways so sometimes, I’ll say, learning online it has a lot of advantages

Paula Do you feel your communication skills have improved this year?

Prisca So much improved. Even my language English. You know, when you come from another

language, it’s hard. Sometimes you don’t express yourself exactly the way you want to. So

with the communication skills we are doing as well, it helps me. I think I’m a person who

wants to keep everything close to myself but it exposed me, put me out there and helped my

confidence, you know.



Paula That’s great. It’s taken you out of your comfort zone.

Prisca Yeah, yeah, but really.

Paula Brilliant. And what skills do you think you are going to have to keep working on as

you move forward as the the next step for you is going to be moving into Higher

Education and then on to your nursing degree? I wonder what skills do you need to

keep improving, Prisca?

Prisca I have to keep more of time keeping, doing my work on time because, you know, if I

had managed to do it at this level. I think SWAP has built me up, it’s fair to say, but I

can do better. I can have more confidence, try and submit my work on time. I am a

bit slow but I think with the way you have prepared me, guys, I will improve to be a

bit faster as well.

Paula That’s brilliant. And as we look forward and you are really looking forward to that

nursing degree and moving into the nursing profession – what if you look back at

working with us this year – what has been the biggest benefit to you? What have you

taken most from working with us this year?

Prisca A lot. A lot, to be honest, you know, if you are coming from not being in education

for a while, you don’t know where to start and to follow, but with the guidance you

have given us, you have been patient enough. You know, it’s like a baby starting to

crawl, then stand up, then walking. I’ve learnt a lot to express myself as no-one can

laugh at you, no -one judges you, the way you express yourself, which is good, gives

you confidence. Sometimes, you know, you think the things you are saying don’t

make sense, but no-one looks down upon you. They lift you up. I’ve tried to say I’ve

taken the wrong step up, I wanted to take a step down but with the encouragement

of you guys, and other students, it keeps you going up. I’ve learnt not to give up, no

matter what challenges you face, never give up. When you start something, you have

to finish it.

Paula And I am sure you will, and I have no doubt you’ll go on to be a really, really

successful student next year at university and also a fantastic nurse. Thank you so

much for talking to us today, Prisca, and for doing the podcast as part of the FETI

project. Thank you so much.


